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The WSIPP benefit-cost analysis examines, on an apples-to-apples basis, the monetary value of
programs or policies to determine whether the benefits from the program exceed its costs. WSIPP’s
research approach to identifying evidence-based programs and policies has three main steps. First,
we determine “what works” (and what does not work) to improve outcomes using a statistical
technique called meta-analysis. Second, we calculate whether the benefits of a program exceed its
costs. Third, we estimate the risk of investing in a program by testing the sensitivity of our results. For
more detail on our methods, see our Technical Documentation.

Current estimates replace old estimates. Numbers will change over time as a result of model inputs and monetization methods.
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Early college high school (for high school students) Feb. 2018 $100,471 $19,355 $81,116 ($4,675) $95,797 $21.49 93%
College advising provided by counselors (for high school
students) Jan. 2018 $35,991 $7,522 $28,470 ($921) $35,070 $39.08 98%

Dual enrollment (for high school students) Dec. 2017 $34,191 $8,044 $26,147 ($1,779) $32,412 $19.22 100%
College in the high school (for high school students) Feb. 2018 $28,552 $5,927 $22,625 ($318) $28,234 $89.75 100%
Summer outreach counseling (for high school graduates) Dec. 2016 $22,969 $4,776 $18,193 ($113) $22,855 $202.38 91%
Performance-based scholarships (for high school students) Dec. 2016 $7,411 $1,377 $6,034 ($1,773) $5,638 $4.18 74%
College advising provided by a peer mentor (for high
school students) Dec. 2016 $6,092 $1,386 $4,706 ($925) $5,167 $6.59 60%

Text message reminders (for high school students and
graduates) Jan. 2018 $4,642 $906 $3,736 ($11) $4,631 $415.66 60%

Text message reminders (for 2-year college students) Dec. 2016 $4,355 $618 $3,737 ($41) $4,314 $105.48 96%
Student success courses (for 4-year college students) Sep. 2017 $4,296 $882 $3,413 ($693) $3,602 $6.20 67%
Student success courses (for 2-year college students) Sep. 2017 $713 $59 $653 ($325) $388 $2.20 65%
Learning communities—linked developmental and student
success courses (for 2-year college students) Jul. 2017 $234 $67 $166 ($449) ($216) $0.52 37%

Brief information interventions (for high school students) Nov. 2017 ($235) ($38) ($197) ($85) ($319) ($2.76) 44%
Learning communities—linked developmental and college
courses (for 2-year college students) Jul. 2017 $349 $128 $221 ($1,024) ($675) $0.34 19%

Text message reminders (for 4-year college students) Dec. 2016 ($1,253) ($180) ($1,073) ($41) ($1,295) ($30.35) 11%
Performance-based scholarships (for 4-year college
students) Dec. 2016 ($134) $205 ($340) ($3,313) ($3,447) ($0.04) 12%

Performance-based scholarships (for 2-year college
students) Dec. 2016 ($1,191) $27 ($1,218) ($3,103) ($4,294) ($0.38) 1%

Intensive advising (for 2-year college students) Nov. 2017 ($5,794) ($598) ($5,196) ($957) ($6,751) ($6.05) 18%

http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/TechnicalDocumentation/WsippBenefitCostTechnicalDocumentation.pdf
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/789/Early-college-high-school-for-high-school-students
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/687/College-advising-provided-by-counselors-for-high-school-students
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/687/College-advising-provided-by-counselors-for-high-school-students
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/685/Dual-enrollment-for-high-school-students
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/790/College-in-the-high-school-for-high-school-students
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/692/Summer-outreach-counseling-for-high-school-graduates
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/684/Performance-based-scholarships-for-high-school-students
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/688/College-advising-provided-by-a-peer-mentor-for-high-school-students
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/688/College-advising-provided-by-a-peer-mentor-for-high-school-students
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/691/Text-message-reminders-for-high-school-students-and-graduates
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/691/Text-message-reminders-for-high-school-students-and-graduates
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/783/Text-message-reminders-for-2-year-college-students
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/773/Student-success-courses-for-4-year-college-students
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/781/Student-success-courses-for-2-year-college-students
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/776/Learning-communities-linked-developmental-and-student-success-courses-for-2-year-college-students
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/776/Learning-communities-linked-developmental-and-student-success-courses-for-2-year-college-students
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/771/Brief-information-interventions-for-high-school-students
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/777/Learning-communities-linked-developmental-and-college-courses-for-2-year-college-students
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/777/Learning-communities-linked-developmental-and-college-courses-for-2-year-college-students
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/782/Text-message-reminders-for-4-year-college-students
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/786/Performance-based-scholarships-for-4-year-college-students
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/786/Performance-based-scholarships-for-4-year-college-students
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/785/Performance-based-scholarships-for-2-year-college-students
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/785/Performance-based-scholarships-for-2-year-college-students
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/686/Intensive-advising-for-2-year-college-students


Other Higher Education topics reviewed:
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Accelerated Study in Associate Programs (ASAP) Oct. 2017 Click for meta-analytic results
Community college promise programs (for high school
students) Aug. 2017 Click for meta-analytic results

Early commitment programs  (for middle and high school
students) Dec. 2016 Click for meta-analytic results

Merit aid (for college students) Dec. 2016 Click for meta-analytic results
Merit aid (for high school students) Dec. 2016 Click for meta-analytic results
Merit aid with financial need requirements (for high school
students) Dec. 2016 Click for meta-analytic results

Need-based grants (for college students) Dec. 2017 Click for meta-analytic results
Need-based grants (for high school students and
graduates) Dec. 2017 Click for meta-analytic results

Summer bridge (for high school graduates) Dec. 2016 Click for meta-analytic results
Tuition sticker price increase at 2-year college (for college
students) Aug. 2017 Click for meta-analytic results

Tuition sticker price increase at 2-year college (for high
school students and graduates) Aug. 2017 Click for meta-analytic results

Tuition sticker price increase at 4-year college (for 4-year
college students) Aug. 2017 Click for meta-analytic results

Tuition sticker price increase at 4-year college (for high
school students and graduates) Aug. 2017 Click for meta-analytic results

15 to Finish Nov. 2017 No rigorous evaluation measuring outcome of interest.
College recovery programs Dec. 2016 No rigorous evaluation measuring outcome of interest.
Guided pathways Oct. 2017 No rigorous evaluation measuring outcome of interest.
Mathematics, Engineering, Science Achievement (MESA)
program Jan. 2018 No rigorous evaluation measuring outcome of interest.

Open educational resources Jun. 2017 No rigorous evaluation measuring outcome of interest.

For further information, contact:
(360) 664-9800, institute@wsipp.wa.gov

Printed on 03-24-2024

Washington State Institute for Public Policy

The Washington State Legislature created the Washington State Insititute for Public Policy in 1983.  A Board of Directors-representing the legislature,
the governor, and public universities-governs WSIPP and guides the development of all activities.  WSIPP's mission is to carry out practical research,
at legislative direction, on issues of importance to Washington State.

http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/772/Accelerated-Study-in-Associate-Programs-ASAP
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/775/Community-college-promise-programs-for-high-school-students
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/701/Early-commitment-programs-for-middle-and-high-school-students
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/699/Merit-aid-for-college-students
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/700/Merit-aid-for-high-school-students
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/793/Merit-aid-with-financial-need-requirements-for-high-school-students
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/787/Need-based-grants-for-college-students
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/788/Need-based-grants-for-high-school-students-and-graduates
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/696/Summer-bridge-for-high-school-graduates
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/791/Tuition-sticker-price-increase-at-2-year-college-for-college-students
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/780/Tuition-sticker-price-increase-at-2-year-college-for-high-school-students-and-graduates
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/792/Tuition-sticker-price-increase-at-4-year-college-for-4-year-college-students
http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost/ProgramPdf/779/Tuition-sticker-price-increase-at-4-year-college-for-high-school-students-and-graduates

