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Background

Recidivism refers to reoffending 

after punishment. It occurs when 

individuals return to criminal 

behavior after they were previously 

sanctioned for breaking the law. By 

monitoring trends in reoffending, 

the results from recidivism 

research can help inform criminal 

justice policy. 

Findings 

• Between FY 2009 and 2021,

about 71% of prison and 74%

of JR release events involved at

least one arrest, charge, conviction, or return to confinement.

• Most formerly incarcerated individuals experienced their first recidivism event within one year of

release from confinement.

• We found evidence of changes in recidivism that coincided with the implementation of pandemic-

era restrictions and State v. Blake (2021). During this time period, formerly incarcerated individuals

exhibited lower rates of recidivism overall and a substantial decrease in recidivism for offenses

involving drugs or alcohol.

Limitations 

Because many crimes are never reported to law 

enforcement, it is likely that our results underestimate 

recidivism. 

The Washington State Institute for Public Policy’s (WSIPP) mission is to carry out practical non-

partisan research, at legislative direction, on issues of importance to Washington. 
 

This report documents recidivism trends among individuals released from prison and Juvenile 

Rehabilitation (JR) facilities during fiscal years (FY) 2009–2021. We measured recidivism using 

multiple indicators of criminal justice contact after release (arrests, charges, convictions, returns to 

confinement). We examine the prevalence, timing, and offense characteristics of recidivism events. 
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