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Children’s services

Short-Term Foster Care Support Services

The 2017 Washington State Legislature directed WSIPP to complete an evaluation of short-term foster care support. The legislation describes short-
term support as case aides who provide temporary assistance to foster parents as needed with the overall goal of supporting the parental efforts of
the foster parents. The short-term support does not include overnight assistance. The evaluation will, to the maximum extent possible, assess the
impact of the short-term support services on the retention of foster homes and the number of placements a foster child receives while in out-of-home
care, as well as the return on investment to the state.

A preliminary report was released in November 2018. The final report was originally due to the legislature by June 30, 2020. In 2019, the legislature
passed SSB 5955 which extended the due date of the final report to June 30, 2021. In June 2020 Board, the WSIPP Board of Directors voted to extend
the study deadline to June 30, 2023.
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DCYF Resource Center

The 2019 Washington State Legislature directed WSIPP to conduct an evaluation on the outcomes of resource and assessment centers licensed under
RCW 74.15.311 and contracted with the Department of Children, Youth, and Families (DCYF). As part of the evaluation, WSIPP was directed to collect
data regarding the following:

The type of placement children experience following placement at a resource and assessment center;•
The number of placement changes that children experience following placement in a resource and assessment center compared with other
foster children;

•

The length of stay in foster care that children experience following placement in a resource and assessment center compared with other
foster children;

•

The likelihood that children placed in a resource and assessment center will be placed with siblings; and•
The length of time that licensed foster families accepting children placed in resource and assessment centers maintain their licensure
compared to licensed foster families receiving children directly from child protective services.

•

The report is due to the legislature, DCYF, and the Oversight Board for DCYF by December 8, 2020.
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For further information, contact:
(360) 664-9800, institute@wsipp.wa.gov
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The Washington State Legislature created the Washington State Insititute for Public Policy in 1983.  A Board of Directors-representing the legislature,
the governor, and public universities-governs WSIPP and guides the development of all activities.  WSIPP's mission is to carry out practical research,
at legislative direction, on issues of importance to Washington State.

/Publications?reportId=18-11-3202
mailto:rebecca.goodvin@wsipp.wa.gov
mailto:devin.bales@wsipp.wa.gov

